
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 24/25, 2016 – BAPTISM- Reflection II 

 

The first time I ever went off the diving board into the sixteen-foot 

deep end of the pool, it was a broiling summer day in Virginia and I was 

8 or 9 years old. I was hot, the water looked cool, so I jumped without 

any fear. It felt great! I swam to the side of the pool and ran to jump 

again. That second time, I jumped as before, but this time, I went 

deeper, much deeper, and as I looked up at the surface, I panicked 

that I wouldn’t make it up, that I’d lose my breath and the deep water 

would suck me down and drown me. Obviously, I made it, but I didn’t go 

off the diving board again for a long, long time! 

BAPTISM is a plunge into the waters that birth us into the family of 

the Church. It is refreshing, renewing, rebirthing joy as, in those 

waters, we share in the Resurrection of Christ and so, are born to 

share His life forever. But, that plunge is also frightening, for those 

waters have the power to destroy. In Baptism’s flood, we share in the 

death and burial Christ underwent in payment for the cost of our sins. 

These sacred waters then are, at once, deadly and life-giving. 

But, be not afraid! We enter these waters with a Lifeguard to watch 

over us and save us – God – and, when we emerge from that bath, we 

are not hung out to dry, but are wrapped in the arms of the Father’s 

love and clothed with the white robe, the armor of the elect. 

We are anointed, as were the ancient kings and prophets of Israel, 

with oil and perfume as a sign of our adoption as brothers and sisters 



of Jesus into the Royal Family of the Father … we are princes and 

princesses, heirs to the riches of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

And, all through our earthly lives, ‘mid darkness and storm, trial and 

persecution, doubt and betrayal, we are guided by a light that never 

dims, a sun that never goes out: the Word of the Lord is a lamp to 

guide us to the surface of troubled waters at journey’s end, safely 

home to the waiting arms of the Father. 

In BAPTISM and its abiding graces, the Spirit offers us a brand new 

life, a second chance to get it right. Will you take the plunge and jump 

into the pool of Jesus’ Church, put out into the deep waters?? It’s 

scary; it takes guts and persistence; but, imagine, if you were the 

Christian you could be … what an exhilarating plunge into the depths of 

life your life would be!!   


